Response to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada

My choice:

10 ii. Improving education attainment levels and success rates.
     iii. Developing culturally appropriate curricula.

In order to improve education attainment levels for Indigenous students in my classroom, I will make my classroom a welcoming and inclusive place for them. I will do a territorial acknowledgement at the beginning of the school year and every lesson that I teach. I will also write down an Indigenous word on the board each day to give students the chance to connect with Indigenous culture. Moreover, I will show explicitly how I incorporate First Peoples’ Principles of Learning into every unit and how I make connections to the Circle of Courage. I will include Indigenous stories, poems and art pieces as the introduction or hook to start my lessons if possible. A movement break, like Powwow Sweat will be great to be implemented as well. I will introduce the talking or listening circle to students and offer them the opportunity to share ideas, listen respectively to others and experience Indigenous connections. All of these will increase Indigenous students’ sense of belonging and make them feel happy to be in this learning community with peers who have different cultural backgrounds. Therefore, Indigenous students will be willing to go to schools and participate in the learning processes. As a result, their education attainment levels can be improved. In order to improve their success rates, I will ask them to set goals at the beginning of the school year and encourage them to be lifelong learners. Also, I will encourage them to try their best to adhere to the attendance to ensure that they will not miss important knowledge.

In order to develop culturally appropriate curricula, I will provide students with the opportunity to share their own cultures. For example, I will have students to share their name stories with any possible cultural meanings at the beginning of the school year in a grade 4 class. Indigenous students can introduce themselves and their cultures in both English and their own languages. Students with other cultural backgrounds can share the deeper meaning of their names as well. Then, all the students can interact with each other and learn more about their peer’s cultures. I will also implement Indigenous traditional stories into literature units. I will also invite Indigenous students to share the stories in their own culture with the whole class and organize discussions. 
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